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n November 2005, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) awarded the City of Gardena 
$400,000 in Brownfield Grant funds.  This grant 

award marks the City’s third Brownfield Grant over a 
span of five years, bringing the City’s Brownfield    
Project grant total to $750,000.  The grant award is 
allocated for assessment of selected sites within the 
community that may contain petroleum or other haz-
ardous materials and for  community education.  
 

The Gardena Brownfield Project emerged in 1999 
when the City made the progressive decision to invest 
$10,000 to conduct research of brownfield sites   
located within the City.  This endeavor led to the    
discovery of approximately 45 potential brownfields. 
The following year, this documentation enabled the 
City to apply for its first EPA Brownfield Grant; it was 
awarded $200,000 in 2000.   
 

The City quickly conducted 15 Phase I environmental 
site assessments in order to discover the past uses on 
the properties and to gain an idea of the type of    
contamination that potentially could be found in the 
soil.   
 

After obtaining the Phase I results, sites having the 
greatest redevelopment potential were selected for 
Phase II assessments.  Four Phase II assessments 
were also conducted which involved the testing of soil 
for contamination. 
 

Because of the City’s accomplished use of federal 
dollars over the past five years, the EPA is confident in 
the City’s efforts.  Bobbie Kahn, EPA Region 9     
Brownfield Program Coordinator stated, “They’ve really 
gone out and worked.  They’ve done really well with 
their grants.”  Gardena is at the forefront of  cities 

making strides to improve the environmental         
conditions in its community and further development 
opportunities. 
 

As a result of EPA’s generous grants, Gardena was 
able to prioritize its environmental  assessments into 
high redevelopment sites.  Due to private investment 
partnerships, several of the sites were redeveloped 
and are now home to Sav-On Drugs, Walgreens, and 
some residential development.   
 

In addition to the brownfield redevelopment that has 
already occurred, the City’s assessment efforts have 
paved the way for the reuse of a 9.2 acre parcel lo-
cated at 13999 S. Western Avenue.  This site is the 
future home of the City’s new state of the art “green” 
Municipal Transportation Facility.  Ground breaking 
ceremonies were conducted at the site on August 31, 
2005.  Construction is scheduled to begin in Spring 
2006 and should be completed by Spring 2007.   
 

Looking forward, the citizens of Gardena will be     
excited about the efforts of the Gardena Brownfield 
Project.  The funding provided by the EPA’s Brownfield 
Grant Program will continue to enable Gardena to 
assess additional brownfield sites located within the 
City in order to make them attractive for reuse.  The 
reuse of these sites will assist in the removal of blight 
and increase the quality of life for residents.  The City 
will also continue to promote existing environmental 
education and further community outreach efforts.   
 

The Brownfield Project is administered under the  
direction of the Office of the City Manager.  For      
additional questions about the Project, please call 
(310) 217-6101. 
 

I 

Brownfield Project News  
   VOLUME IV                Winter-Spring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Groundbreaking for Public Transportation Facility,              
13999 S. Western Ave., August 2005 

LEGEND 

 

 

 

 

Underutilized 

Nursery land 

Empty buildings 

Vacant property 

Other 

GARDENA BROWNFIELDS 

EPA presented Gardena with $400,000 check at Brownfield 
Award Recipient Ceremony, November 2005 



For Additional Information 

For additional information on the Gardena Sumps Site, please call 
the Office of the City Manager, (310) 217-9504, to request the 
Public Involvement Fact Sheet #2 published by DTSC .  
 

To Find Site Documents 

If you would like to view technical documents associated with the 
Gardena Sumps that are available for public review, please visit 
the following locations: 

 

Gardena Mayme Dear Library 
1731 W. Gardena Blvd. 
Gardena, CA 90247 
(310) 323-6363 
 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 
Contact: Ms. Julie Johnson for an appointment  
(714) 484-5337 
 

For additional questions and/or concerns about the environmental 
investigation process, please contact the following DTSC Staff: 

Mr. Joseph Cully, Project Manager, Department of Toxic Sub-
stances Control, (714) 484-5473, e-mail: jcully@dtsc.ca.gov  
Ms. Stacey Lear, Public Participation Specialist, Department of 
Toxic Substances Control, (714) 484-5354, email: 
slear@dtsc.ca.gov 
 

If you are a member of the press, please contact: 

Ms. Jeanne Garcia, Public Information Officer, Department of Toxic 
Substances Control, (818) 551-217, email: jgarcia1@dtsc.ca.gov 
To request the Public Involvement Fact Sheet #2,  please call       
(310) 217-9504. 

Gardena Sumps Update 

 

For information about recycling and how to obtain a Recycling Bin or a “Green 
Waste” Sticker, visit us on the web at: p://www.ci.gardena.ca.us/businesses/ 
substory1.asp 
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Gardena Sumps, Photo taken August 2005 at the southwest corner of Artesia Blvd. 
and Normandie Avenue 

he area located at the southwest corner of Normandie Avenue 
and Artesia Boulevard, known as the Gardena Sumps is mak-
ing steady progress toward becoming a viable parcel of devel-

opment-ready land.  The Gardena Sumps is a 5.6 acre site that has 
been subdivided into two parcels; the eastern three acre portion of 
the site is covered by a protective black tarp and has been        
underutilized for decades.  The remaining portion of the site is   
occupied by several small businesses.   

This site is one of the largest available vacant parcels of land in the 
City, having the most promise for a large-scale future commercial 
development.  The Sumps is centrally located and is easily accessi-
ble to surrounding residential areas, three major freeways, and 
municipal and metro bus lines. 

In 2004, the Atlantic Richfield Company agreed to perform site 
response actions for the site at the request of the Department of 
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) to ensure that remediation of the 
site would be carried out.  The Atlantic Richfield Company has been 
proactive in working with DTSC and has begun implementing the 
necessary actions requested by DTSC.   

What Happens Next? 

Further environmental investigation will be performed with the over-
sight of DTSC, to determine the specific contaminants and their 
origins.  This initial investigation is called a Remedial Investigation 
(RI), which will identify the full extent of contamination and potential 
pathways that contamination could spread.  

Following the RI, a Feasibility Study (FS) will be performed that will 
evaluate a variety of methods that can be used to remediate the 
site.  In addition, a Health Risk Assessment (HRA) will be conducted 
to create specific cleanup goals for the site.   

Following the completion of the RI, FS, and HRA, a draft Remedial 
Action Plan (RAP) will be developed as a proposed action plan to 
cleanup the site.  The draft RAP will be available to the public for 
comment and a public meeting will be held to discuss any ques-
tions, concerns or comments regarding the project.   
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Future site of New Municipal Transportation facility, 13999 South Western Avenue New Municipal Transportation Facility Rendering 

to their environment.   

While everyone in high-risk neighborhoods is 
exposed to environmental contamination,        
children have the greatest susceptibility for the 
development of long-term health complications.  
According to the U.S. Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention, children in low-income neighbor-
hoods are 60% more likely to suffer from acute 
lead-poisoning and 17% more likely to suffer from 
asthma.   

What can you do? 

Citizens can combat environmental racism in 
their communities by staying abreast of local land 
use policies.  Make a commitment to become 
involved in any community project that may affect 
the environment and quality of life for families. 
Become an active stakeholder in the environ-
mental review process of major development 
projects in the City and continue to stay informed 
about the latest environmental policies, both 
locally and nationally.   

To obtain program information about the Environmental 
Justice in your community, please call the City of 
Gardena Brownfield Office at (310) 217-6101. 

The Foundation for Environmental Justice 

Historically, insensitivity to environmental  justice 
has resulted in imbalanced land use decisions 
and local policy making in areas where minorities 
and low-income citizens had little political clout to 
influence development decisions concerning their 
neighborhoods. Power plants, industrial parks, 
steel mills, and factories were constructed in   
low-income areas that disproportionately exposed 
people to hazardous air and soil pollution. 

The environmental justice order issued in 1994 at 
the federal level, included a government research 
project that was headed by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA).  The EPA created a   
scoring system used to compare the level of risk 
experienced between neighborhoods composed 
of varying socio-economic categories.  The study 
revealed that minorities and low-income neighbor-
hoods are frequently exposed to environmental 
contaminants and in some cases the exposure 
was 79% more than whites that live in            
upper-middle class neighborhoods. Many of these 
communities experience higher rates of cancer, 
asthma, and other health-related problems linked 

Environmental Justice: Part IV 
he Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
defines environmental justice as “the fair 
treatment and meaningful involvement of 

all people regardless of race, color, national 
origin, or income with respect to the develop-
ment, implementation, and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and policies.” 
The EPA has set environmental justice as a 
goal for all communities and people throughout 
the United States.   

On February 11, 1994, President Clinton 
signed Executive Order 12898 “Federal Actions 
to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations” that 
required all federal agencies to create a strat-
egy to manage environmental justice.   Environ-
mental Justice is a movement that  requires 
federal agencies to take responsibility for    
ensuring that minorities and low-income people 
are not disproportionately exposed to environ-
mental hazards when compared to the rest of 
the U.S. population.  Such disproportionate 
exposure is known as environmental racism. 
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New Municipal Transportation Facility 
Coming Spring 2007 

he Gardena Municipal Bus Lines will begin constructing its new $29 
million state-of-the-art “green” transportation facility in Spring 2006.  
The new home of the Gardena Municipal Bus Lines operation will be 

located on a 9.2 acre parcel at 13999 South Western Avenue, a former 
brownfield site.   

How the project came to fruition 

In 2001, the City of Gardena performed a Phase I Assessment on the 
brownfield site, which is the former location of Discount Priceland.  The 
information collected from the Phase I Assessment provided the impetus 
for the land acquisition process.  Following the acquisition of the land, 
plans were developed for the bus line facility. 

The Federal Transit Administration is contributing 80% of the project’s 
total costs, which includes demolition and construction costs.  Additional 
funding obtained from FTA enabled the acquisition of 18 new buses to be 
added to Gardena’s bus line.  While the Gardena Municipal Bus Line  
operates independently on a self-sustaining $10 million annual budget, 
long-term comprehensive planning enabled Gardena to apply for State 
Transportation funding made available to cities for transportation projects.  

T They received $4 million in State Transportation funds that they combined 
with the $25 million dollars set aside from Federal Transportation funds to 
make this project possible. 

What this means for the future of the City of Gardena 

Currently, there are 50 buses operating in Gardena, servicing more than 8 
million trips each year.  Eventually the gradual planned acquisition of new bus 
units will double the riding capacity of the Gardena bus system.   

The development of the transportation facility will continue efforts to bring 
Gardena into the forefront of environmentally savvy cities.  The “green” facility 
will utilize the most innovative development practices to date, including the 
use of building materials and design aspects that will minimize the site’s  
ecological footprint and reduce the negative effects to the environment.   

For Additional Information 

The City’s website will be revised in the near future to include up-to-date  
information on the project as it advances through the development process.   
If you have questions about the new Transportation Facility, please contact 
the City of Gardena Transportation Department at (310) 217-9523. 
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